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1. The General Arsemcly, in 1ts resolution 387161 of LY December 1983,

in'erf alia, welcomesd the eStablishment Of a speclal commission that sShould make
available a report on environment and the alocal problématigue to the year 2000 and
beyond, including Droposed Strategles for sustainable development., ThHe COmMmMSsLON
later adopted thz name Wotld Commission oh Environment and Development., In the
Same resolution, th: Assembly decided that, on matters wWwithin the mandate and
purview of the [Inites? Nations Environment Proaramme, the report ot the special
COMMIBELION BR-ULE 1R the fIrBRT Instance be considersd by the Governina Coumpeirl of
the Programme, tor transmission to the Assembly toqgether with 1ts comments, and for
ube as basic marer.al 1n the preparatcion, tor adoprion by the Apsembly, wf Lhe
Environmental Fersoectise to the Year 2000 and Bevond.

2s At 1ta tourteenth session, held ac Nairoby trom 8 to LY June L9877, the
Governioyg Council of the United Nations Environment Programme adopted declsion
14/14 of 16 June 1987, entitled "Report of the World Commission on Environment and
Deve lopment™ ard, inter alia, decaided to tranamit the Commaission's repoart to the
Geperal hussembly together with a dratt resclution annexed to the decision for
congideration and adoption by the Asaembly,

3. The report of the World Commiseion on Environment and Development, entitlen
"Our Common Future®, i1z helebv trangmaitted to the General Assemblv. Decision 14714
of the Covernina Council, the proposed draft resolution and the comments of the
Governing Council on the report of the Commission can be found in the report of the
Covernina Council on the work of 1t fourtssnth secsion, 1/
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CHAPTER 2
TOMARDE SUSTAIMNABLE DEVELOPMENT
1. Eustainable development is development that meets the needs

of the present without compromising the ability of future
generations te meet thelr own needs. 1t contains within it two
key concepts:

* the concept of 'meeds’', in particular the ageential neede
of the world‘'s poor, to wWhich overriding priority should
be given: and

* the .dea of limitations imposed by the state of
techno! ¥ and social organization on the environment's
abilit: to meet present and future nesls.

2. Thug tha gqosla of aconomlc and & clal development mugt be
defined in terms of sustaipability in all enuntries - developed
or developing, market-oriented nr centrally planned.
Interpretations will vary., but must shate certain general
features anc must fiow from a coneensus on the baslc concept of
gu.tainable development a.d4 on a broad strategic framework for
achieving it.

3. Davelopment involves a progressive transformation of
economy and IUUIHt?. A ﬂ!?!lﬂpﬂ!ﬂl path that 18 FUBtalnaAble in a4
physical sense could theoretically be pursued even in a rigid
sncial and pelitical setting. Dut physical sustsinability cannot
be secured unlegs development policiee pay atteantion to such
coneiderctione as changes in access to resources and in Lhe
distribution of cos's and benefits. Even the narrow nolion of
physical custalnapvility implies a cvoncern fur social ocguity
betweaen generations. a4 concern that must logivaliv bLe exteprded tao
equity within sach generation.

LI The Batisfaction of human needs 4nd aspirations 16 the
md jof objective af development. The eseentldl needs of vast
nunbere of people in developing countries for food, cluthing,

shclter, joebe - Are not being fet, 4nd beyond thelr baslc needs
these pecple have legitimate aspirations for an improved quality
af life. & wurld in which poverty .nd inequity are endemic will
always be prone to ecvlogical and other crises. Sustainable
devalopment requires meeting the basic needs of all and extendinyg

to all the opportunity to matigfy their aspiraiions for a better
life,
LI Living standarde that go heyond the bdsic minimum are

Bustainaple vnly if consumption standards esverywhere have regdrd



